Planting fruit trees

Introduction

It is a good idea to prepare the planting site/ladlew weeks before you want to plant the tree. The
soil will settle in the hole that you dug and thamare will not be too strong for the roots.

Preparing the hole

1. Dig a square hole that is at least 80cm wide amdn8@eep. A big hole means a good tree.
Put the top soil in one pile and the subsoil irpasate pile.

Hole prepared for a tree, with two piles of top soil

2. Now put 1 bucket (10litres) of manure in the hdlex it with a few buckets of subsoil.

Mixing in the manure



3. Mix in 5009 of superphosphate or 1kg of crushedebon
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a tin of superphosphate next to a bag of superphosphate

4. Next, put in two more buckets of manure and sompedib and mix them together.
5. Now fill up the rest of the hole with topsoil. Yooay need to dig up some topsoil from
somewhere else.

Planting the tree

Caring for the little tree before you plant it
If it is in a plastic bag, water it every few days.

If it has bare roots, put moist sandy soil overrib@s and wrap it in a wet sack until you are
ready to plant it.

Planting a tree that is in a plastic bag
1. Water the tree in the bag without breaking the Isoiidle

2. Make a hole in your planting hole (which you pregabearlier) the same size as the plastic
bag

3. Take the tree out of the plastic bag

Plant the tree and make sure the roots are covatedoil. The planted tree should be the
same depth as it was in the bag.

Planting a tree with bare roots

1. Make a hole in the soil you have prepared for phantt should be a bit bigger than the
roots of the tree.



Hold the tree in the hole so that it is a littlé lngher out of the ground than it was before.

Carefully place the soil around the roots. Makeeghe soil gets right in between the roots
so that there are no air spaces left. The plamgsdshould be the same depth it was before in

the soil.

4. The join (bud union)
must be at least 3cm
above the soil.

5. Once the tree is planted, you should prune it. MBstwo important purposes
1. pruning helps the tree to grow strong
2. If we do not prune, the tree will grow many leavagt, it will not grow tall.

tree before pruning




Watering your newly planted tree
1. Press down the soil gently all around the young tre
2. Make a small dam around the tree to hold water
3. Give the tree 2 buckets of water.

4. Mulch around the tree with dry grass or newspapeoaks, keeping the mulch away from
the trunk of the tree. This will save water for thee. It will also stop weeds from growing.

5. Water the tree with two buckets of water eveliMeek until the rains come. If there is a
dry week in the rainy season, you should watetrée In winter you should water the tree
once per month.



Feeding your fruit trees
USING KRAAL MANURE

Spread the manure on the ground, as far as thetmameach. Do not let the manure touch the stem
of the tree. Then cover the manure with mulch, tise it will lose its strength

Age of tree September December
Year 1 1 bucket (10liter) 1 bucket (10liter)
Year 2 2 buckets 2 buckets
Year 3 3 buckets 3 buckets
Year 4 4 buckets 4 buckets
Year 5 5 buckets 5 buckets

From 5 years onwards, you should apply the sanmuateach year.



